
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 2-3 

1 Samuel 2:12-17 - Eli’s sons corruption 
 

v. 12 - “worthless men, who did not know the LORD” - yet they are serving as the LORD’s priests in Shiloh.  Serving God does 
not always equate to knowing God.  “worthless men” is literally sons of Belial” in Hebrew 

 
v. 13-17 - Eli’s sons would take the premium pieces of meat from the people for themselves. 

 
- “The priests were to be supported by portions of the sacrifices of the people. In various parts of the 
Mosaic law the portion to be given to the priests is specified for various sacrifices, e.g., Deut. 18:3 
(shoulder, cheeks, and stomach) and Lev. 7:31–32 (breast and right thigh). But the practice in 1 Sam. 
2:13–14 has little in common with the regulations on priestly rights.” (ESV Study Bible, 1 Sam 2:13-14) 
 
- “A worshipper is cooking his portion of a peace offering for the post-sacrificial meal he and his 
family will enjoy together.  Here comes the ubiquitous priest's’ servant with his infamous three-pronged 
barbeque fork; he plunges it into the worshiper’s pot or kettle, and whatever the fork brings up he 
carts away to the priests’ quarters (v. 13-14). The priest was already allotted the breast and right 
leg (Lev. 7:28-36), but the Shiloh fork-man was sent to stab for more.” (Dale Ralph Davis “Focus on the 
Bible: 1 Samuel”, pg. 30) 
 

1 Samuel 2:18-21,26 - Samuel’s maturity. God’s favor on Hannah continues 
 

v. 18 - this statement shows the growth and advancement of Samuel. 2:11 says Samuel “ministered to the LORD before Eli the 
priest” and now he is ministering/serving before the LORD alone, in the function of a priest. 

 
1 Samuel 2:22-25 - Eli confronts his son’s behavior 
 

v. 22 - another sin is highlighted: Eli’s sons were having sexual relationships with women who were serving at tabernacle.   
 

- The phrase: “all his sons were doing to Israel” emphasizes the fact that these priests were a burden/offense 
to the nation. The administration of these two sons was affecting the people of God at large. 

 
Q - What would you do if you heard your sons were acting corruptly against the LORD?  Would you be blind to it?  Deny or 
excuse it?  Confront it?  The close family relationship is important, but cannot be elevated over the relationship with God. 

 
1 Samuel 2:27-36 - Word concerning Eli’s sons 
 

v. 27 - “a man of God” - we do not know who this man was, but we will see in 1 Samuel that there was a community of 
prophets that will appear from time to time to speak on the LORD’s behalf. Prophets were given messages from God about 
particular situations and were commissioned to speak for Him.  (Samuel will be the leading prophet of this era). 
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v. 29 - God is angry with Eli’s sons, but he is also directing this word to Eli himself.  Eli was their father and their high 
priest. Though Eli appears to be zealous for the LORD’s ways, he was also “honoring his sons above (God)” (v. 29).  The texts 
has already informed us that “Eli was very old” (v. 22), and perhaps Eli was allowing his age/physical challenges to 
minimize his zeal for the LORD’s ways. 

 
The prophecy is this: judgment on Eli’s house (sons both die on same day per v. 34) and a new priesthood that will be just 
and fear the LORD.  We will watch this prophecy be fulfilled in chapter 4. 

 
1 Samuel 3:1-9 - Samuel’s call 
 

Samuel hears the voice of God, but does not recognize it as such. Instead he goes to Eli, assuming Eli had called him. 
 
God is quietly calling Samuel in the midst of the noisy 
corruption of Eli’s sons: 

Samuel serving (2:11) 
Liturgical sins (2:12-17) 
Samuel serving (2:18-21) 
Moral sins (2:22-25) 
Samuel growing (2:26) 
Prophecy of judgment (2:27-26) 
Samuel serving (3:1a)  (from Davis, pg 31) 

 
1 Samuel 3:10-18 - The LORD’s Message to Samuel concerning Eli’s sons 
 

v. 13 - “for I have told him” - this may have been news to Samuel, but it was not to Eli (cp. 2:7-36) 
 

v. 15-18- it must have been difficult for Samuel to have to inform Eli of this news. 
 

Despite his children’s corruption, and his own failings, Eli was a humble and faithful servant of the LORD 
- Confronts his son’s behavior (2:22-25) 
- Responds to the LORD’s decision to discipline them through the man of God (2:27-36) 
- Teaches Samuel how to hear from God (not envious of Samuel) (3:9) 
- Accepts the word from the LORD to Samuel about his sons (3:18) 

 
1 Samuel 3:19-21 - Samuel’s reputation spreads 
 

v. 20 - “from Dan even to Beersheba” is a phrase representing the whole land of Israel. Compare to our American expression 
“from coast to coast” 

 
v. 21 - As God finds a faithful servant in Samuel, his presence and spirit again is present at the tabernacle in Shiloh.   
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